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Sept. 25 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Message to the Congress Transmitting Proposed Legislation on
Federal Pay Reduction
September 25, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit today for your

immediate consideration and enactment the
‘‘Federal Pay Reduction Act of 1992.’’ This
legislation is part of my Agenda for Amer-
ican Renewal. The proposal is an important
step toward ‘‘rightsizing’’ our Govern-
ment—making it more fiscally responsible
and reducing its size and structure. Also
transmitted is a section-by-section analysis.

There are many in America who are out
of work or uncertain of their prospects. The
Federal deficit constrains the capacity to
rejuvenate the economy. It is therefore ap-
propriate that those who lead the Govern-
ment make a personal contribution—toward
reducing the deficit and as a symbol of our
understanding of the concerns of so many
Americans. Accordingly, this proposal
would reduce the salary of the President,
the Vice President, and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives by a full 10 per-

cent. For other leaders in our Govern-
ment—Members of Congress, senior offi-
cials paid more than $75,000 in all three
branches of the Government, and high-
ranking military officers—the pay reduc-
tions would be 5 percent. An otherwise
scheduled pay increase in January 1993 for
these officials would not take place.

Under our Constitution, the President’s
salary can only be changed at the beginning
of a new term of office. Pay reductions for
all others affected will take place with the
first pay period beginning on or after Janu-
ary 20, 1993. It is therefore essential that
this legislation be enacted immediately, be-
fore the adjournment of the current Con-
gress.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
September 25, 1992.

Appointment of John G. Keller, Jr., as Deputy Assistant to the
President for Special Activities
September 25, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of John G. Keller, Jr., as Deputy
Assistant to the President for Special Initia-
tives.

Since 1991, Mr. Keller has served as
Under Secretary of Commerce for Travel
and Tourism at the Department of Com-
merce. Prior to this, Mr. Keller served as
Deputy Assistant to the President and Di-
rector of Presidential Advance, 1989–91.
From 1987 to 1989, he worked in the Office
of the Vice President as Deputy Assistant
to the Vice President and Director of Ad-
vance and as Deputy Director of Advance,
1986–87 and 1984–85, respectively. He was
also a confidential assistant to the Director
at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from

1985 to 1986. Mr. Keller has acted as a
lead advance representative, 1982–84, and
as a volunteer advance representative,
1981–82. In addition, he was the scheduling
and advance coordinator for George Bush’s
Presidential campaign in 1979–80. His work
experience has allowed him to travel over
one million miles and has taken him to more
than 70 foreign countries and every State
in the Nation.

Mr. Keller graduated from Iowa State
University (B.A., 1982). He was born Au-
gust 10, 1958, in Washington, DC. Mr. Kel-
ler is married and resides in Sterling, VA.
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